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Flying into a country you don’t know could be a dreadful activity for any one to undertake even to the most ardent tourists; you take it only when you are a refugee whose chief concern is safety.
 
First and foremost, we are thankful to Australian federal/commonwealth government for its generosity in saving the lives of those whose their governments turn against them whether in civil wars or political assassinations.
 
In this paper I would to talk about Employment, Education, and Housing in general without narrowing down to myself. I will  mention a few of my concerns and if allowed, I will also propose/suggest at least in my view, what may be possible solutions to these concerns/ issues I will raise.
 
In employment, I would to thank Australian employment agencies for their ability in helping those without skills find jobs. Although more work is needed to done, things are quite ok in this field. But there is always this tendency of jobs which are available to us being “labour  based” even if a few of us have certain qualifications and skills in some fields. Our graduates continue unemployed including those who got their certifications/qualification in Australia .
 
 
 
Second, it is clear that many African Australian students whether in High school, colleges and universities are not doing well academically. This is due to two distinct problems.  First, many African Australian students and in particular those without parents here in Australia are experiencing hardship in accommodation.  Finding an accommodation by a single youth of a refugee background is hard and very hard. Most rental charges are getting higher and higher in many cities and our incomes remain fixed. This has led to the point that many real estates in Australia do not even want to look our applications. Their chief concern is, the tenants may not be able to afford the rents and they are correct. Those with parents here in Australia can rent a house as a family and the chances of affording the charges are higher.
 
Second, teenage students felt that they had been denied freedom all along by their parents not knowing that their parents are also enjoying some form of freedom they too, should follow. I saw a few them once in a community library exercising their freedom but to me it was a noise. 
 
In the case of housing, this is the area of major concerns to African Australians. It is a major concern that it threatens the progress of any one of a refugee background like African Australians. Low income and lack of hygiene with some tenants are obstacles. Overcrowding cause all these and brought about by lack of houses to rent.
 
 Some state governments are not doing enough at all with Western Australia government the worst and Victorian government the best in settling peopling of refugee backgrounds. You can’t wait for five years or more in a country where you begin your life as a refugee without settlement. Nearly all the crimes with exception of driving offences are a result of unsettlements.
 
Finally, I would also like to briefly outline these proposals such that they are heard. Considering some may make settlement and integration easier.
First, Learning English is a problem to the old not the young at least to African Australia. Therefore, in order to make sure any message from Australian governments in states and territories is heard, it should also be printed in their tongues. I know there is always a copy of translation.  But that is not enough at all. I mean the daily news paper should also follow suit. Beginning with Thuבŋjäŋ (Dinka), I know many Dinkas are not even literate in their language, we like to speak in English but to be honest we don’t understand it, so  printing it in Dinka worth it. There were no English schools that most of attended back home.
 
Africa is diverse and each community (at least at country’s level) should have a permanent community centre.  And their organizations that seem tribal should be discouraged and not given any recognition by any Australia authorities. These organisations are always the backbones of many fights which Australian public views as crimes.
African Australians should also be given access to employments in areas where their fellow African Australians are seen as a problem not success including in Education where they are not doing well. This would make them competitive peacefully against each other and more of courage/motivations.
 

In sumary, i would  like to reinterate the concerns of settlement as the biggest social problem in African Australian communities. More work is badly needed from Australian states and territories governments.the rest could be a matter of fine tuning.
 
Thank you, I am
Ranijäng Appadier.
