Discussion at Young African Speakout   15 April 2009 

Questions posed for discussion:
1. Have you faced obstacles that have prevented you from studying and performing well academically?
N –  Didn’t got to school in Australia until 12yrs old and only then started to learn English.

E – Broke up with family to come to Australia, was 17 when upon arrival.  Always distracted thinking about family (even though coming with some English), this made study hard.  Needs to work full-time and study at night to send money home to Africa.

Non-African migrant > Language is a problem.  Hard to make local friends – they talk about different things.

B – Stereotyping by teachers and administrators.  They don’t encourage you to go to uni, they say “too hard for you – you’d only done year 1 of school before coming here as a teenager” and offer you only apprenticeships and TAFE.
- The community wants you to be in there working with them, not out working hard with others (on getting an education that takes you away from your community).

- Obstacles could be not having supports systems / role models who encourage and monitor your work. (ie parents, guardian family members, maybe an older sister or brother)

2. Do you see cultural identity as enabling or disabling? Do you see cultural differences as a plus or minus?

S – If different people don’t talk with each other it will be bad.

- (feeling that) Australians (general population vs official govt policy) want you to integrate but don’t want to change themselves.

G - People want their culture more when it’s not present (comment on elders sticking strongly to old culture).

E – Young people learn two different cultures and have to work out what to take.  When you pull too far one way it will come back and hit you.
J- Drinking and smoking is not allowed in Africa, but here it’s a free country and people want to enjoy to drink and smoke.

3. What do you perceive to be your cultural identity?

E - Being “independent” is not a big thing for Africans, there is always a focus on families.

4. What are some common resettlement problems that young Africans face?

Resettlement problems could entail young people getting into trouble when there is a clash in their relationships with parents who may be very strong-minded in holding onto traditions and cultural ways as opposed to their children who are growing up in a culture and are taking on a new way of life which may be very different.
5. Do you want to have more forums to talk?  YES!
6. OTHER COMMENTS 
- a greater awareness must be made about what opportunities young Africans have in Australia...they must persist in what they want to do and achieve.

