Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this Inquiry.
 

I have been living with my same sex partner for 27 years.  We own a house together and use the same bank account.  To our friends, family and acquaintances we are a couple.  But not to anyone official in the State or Federal sphere.  There is no place for me to tick on forms to describe my status - not on medical forms, the census, tax forms, insurance etc and everytime I fill in a form I feel like I am being asked to deny my relationship.  Often I have made my own box called same-sex defacto but it doesn't seem right to me that society is blind to our relationship and that is what really hurts.
 

To guard against some possible discrimination we have set up our own superannuation fund (the bequeathihng of my monetary interest to my partner was at the discretion of the directors of the fund before), we have drawn up mutual powers of attorney and lodged them with our lawyer to be enacted if either of us should be unable to manage our affairs, and we have clear directions in our wills.
 

As far as financial discrimination goes I am discriminated against whenever income splitting would benefit us in taxation or superannuation terms.  My Commonwealth Superannuation Pension does not go to my partner on my death, the Medicare Safety Net does not apply to us as a couple.
 

On a NSW State basis I have lesbian friends who have had to split up before they could legally adopt children although it would have been far more beneficial for the care of the children to have been shared between two people.  
 

I would be happy to answer any questionnaires or take part in focus groups if that becomes part of your study.
 

 

 

Elaine Spicer
[Details removed]
