Dear HREOC, 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a public submission to the National Inquiry into Discrimination against People in Same Sex Relationships: Financial and Work-Related Entitlements and Benefits.
My name is [name withheld] I have a daughter with a gay man.  I was in a same sex relationship when my daughter was conceived and born.  I am no longer with that person.  Because of the changes to the law here in WA (which I fully support), my daughters' father had no rights and my same sex partner had more rights than the biological father.  This is a great example of changing laws to reflect changes in our society but not actually making sure that everyone wins.
Whilst I was in this relationship my partner and I discussed doing extensions to her house.  We decided that I should go on the title of this house in case anything happened to her, we decided to put the mortgage in joint names and get the title changed on the house.  I then had to pay stamp duty on the money that I borrowed.  She had already paid full stamp duty on the original purchase of the house.  If we were a heterosexual couple and had been married, I understand that I wouldn't have had to pay stamp duty on my share of the mortgage and that the title change would not have cost so much.
I am currently in a new committed same sex relationship.  My current partner and I live in separate houses however, we are looking at moving in together.  I rang Centrelink to let them know, as my partner has her own business and earns a lot more money than I do and they were not interested because we were not of the opposite sex.  This actually works out better for me financially as it won't change the level of childcare support that I currently receive.  It does not however assist my partner as she will be supporting us as a family, but not entitled to any tax breaks.  We will also pay two lots of Medicare contributions.  Changes also need to be made to superannuation both for contributions and access to payments.
We have discussed as a couple showing our families and friends that we are in a committed relationship, we could have a commitment ceremony that would have no legal standing.  What we want is to have our relationship acknowledged to the full extent of the laws in this country.  I want to know that if anything happened to either of us that our wishes could not be overridden by someone in our families that may not accept our relationship, I also want to know that we do not have to do anything different to be treated equally.  I want my partner to be acknowledged as my next of kin in a hospital setting as she knows what my wishes are.
I used to work in HIV and saw lots of cases of long-term relationships and partners being evicted from their family home, not having access to their partner in hospital, not having access to superannuation (even though this had been discussed and decided before the partner died), not having any say in the funeral and sometimes not even being acknowledged by the families that were left behind.
I am sick and tired of feeling that I have to defend my rights to have a child and that we are damaging her because we are homosexual.  My daughter is a very lucky girl with two loving devoted, committed parents.  She lives between her fathers house and my house.  She does not know any different.  She is the focus of our lives and we have lived for the last ten years sharing the care.  Her father contributes financially to her upkeep.  We get a lot of comments from heterosexual friends that we have a great set up and sometimes they are quite jealous.  Families come in all different shapes and sizes, I fully support same-sex people having children, having access to IVF (and Medicare rebates) and being treated with respect.
Fortunately for me I work for a union that recognises same sex relationships in its application of carers leave etc. 

I want to be able to get all the benefits that married heterosexual or de-facto couples automatically get. 
Once again thank you for the opportunity to make this submission. 

