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Selecting a bibliography of several thousand books and articles from tens of thousands of items constituting the literature relating to human rights since the Second World War poses obvious problems. Our focus here is Australian, but the discussion of human rights and the attempts to promote and extend them are part of a great international enterprise. Much of our discussion in Australia and even many of our legislative Acts have been directly inspired or informed by developments abroad and in the United States. At the same time, quite a number of Australians have been actively engaged in the international debate, publishing not only at home but overseas, influencing discussion far beyond our shores and in turn being influenced by such discussions when they write in or on specifically Australian contexts. Nor do overseas writers fail to notice or take a specific interest in Australian developments and discussion. A number of books and articles on human rights and related issues written in Australia have been widely used as texts in universities abroad, perhaps earlier and for some time more systematically than in Australia itself. Our procedure has been to select items, published at home or abroad, which an Australian dealing with that topic should know or find especially useful; in the process, we have shown some bias toward items produced in Australia or written by Australians, and we have not included the classical pronouncements and discussions of past centuries or literature that deals with problems of purely local interest unless the local interest is our own. We have also, as will be mentioned below, concentrated on areas especially commended for attention in the legislative Acts that established the Australian Human Rights Commission.
Arranging the bibliography under suitable and helpful headings is an even greater problem. Problems about human rights range from the very general — whether such rights exist, what arguments can be used to show that they do, how their nature and number can be determined — to the very specific: problems of women, Aborigines, children, disabled persons, conflicts between one proclaimed right and another, the tensions between equality of opportunity and equality of outcome, the extent to which social and economic rights, or the notion of equality, require a total reexamination and restructuring of society as a whole, and whether such conscious restructuring is possible. In short, human rights can and do involve examination of the whole of human existence. Our procedure has been to list items that put the question of human rights or of a particular right in the foreground of discussion. We have had to make much more difficult decisions in choosing the primary headings or sub-headings under which items are listed. Not only do articles or books raise and discuss more than one issue at once but issues and headings overlap, making it impossible to discuss one without considering the other. We have avoided, for reasons of economy of space, repeating items under heading after heading because they touch on all of them and have generally placed the item under the heading or headings to which it makes the most sustained or, in our opinion, most important or useful contribution.
The Bibliography' is overwhelmingly a bibliography of material published in the English language, because such material is more accessible to the Australian reader and generally, though by no means always, more relevant to Australian political and legal
structures and traditions. There is much material in other languages of great interest, and we have often regretted the impossibility of also surveying it for a bibliography of appropriate size. From time to time, however, because of the special importance of UN and Unesco publications in this field, we have included them even where they have been published, as they often are, in French. In our Introductory Survey, without making specific reference to them, we have taken some account of discussions and positions published in Chinese, German and Russian, as well as French.
The system of classification adopted for the Bibliography is not original; it can be traced back at least as far as Aristotle. It involves classifying things into their genus, species, sub-species, etc. The problem with a taxonomy that works in this way is the danger of forcing onto its subject-matter an order and system that the subject matter itself does not possess. That danger is certainly present in our method of classifying human rights: determining what human rights there are, and what their 'shape' is, are hotly disputed matters. To avoid getting embroiled in or pronouncing upon philosophical issues of this sort under the pretence of merely classifying, it seemed best to adopt and adapt the taxonomy of rights implicit in the UN conventions, covenants and declarations, for these at least represent some sort of shared understanding about what human rights there are, from which discussion can then take off.
With that aim in view, the Bibliography divides the areas of human rights into four main categories which broadly coincide with the major UN instruments:
(1) Civil and Political Rights
(2) Social, Economic and Cultural Rights
(3) Discrimination on Various Grounds
(4) Rights of Special Groups of Persons
For our purposes, we have taken these to be an exhaustive set of categories. Whether or not they are also mutually exclusive is problematic. Indeed, the problem of conflict and overlap between rights is a critical issue that constantly recurs in the discussion of human rights. Some of the more important conflicts and lacunae are taken up in the Introductory Survey that precedes this Bibliography.
As already intimated, each of the bibliographic categories used below is associated with a major UN initiative on human rights. In drawing up the Bibliography, we have shown stronger interest in the covenants and declarations that appear as schedules to the (Australian) Human Rights Commission Act and the Racial Discrimination Act and are thus especially commended for the Commission's attention. These are:
· The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
· The Declaration of the Rights of the Child
· The Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons
· The Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons
· The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
This accounts for the fact that the rights of children, of disabled and mentally retarded persons, of prisoners and of immigrants and aliens, are included in the 'Rights of Special Groups' division of the Bibliography, while the equally important rights of groups such as women and Aborigines have been treated as major sub-headings within the general topic of 'Discrimination', in the context of which they are normally discussed.
The idea of singling out particular groups of persons as having rights peculiar to that group has seemed to some writers cited in this Bibliography as inimical to the idea of human rights as rights that accrue to people as human beings. A rejoinder would be that such groups are not claiming special rights but special procedures for ensuring that they get rights which others already have. This is a contentious issue and one on which a bibliography should try to avoid making pronouncements. We would ask the reader, therefore, not to construe a bibliographic decision as a moral judgment or theoretical claim. We do not imply, through our method of classification of the literature, that there
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are or are not rights that accrue to special groups of persons as opposed to human beings generally.
In the area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, we have had to be rather more selective. The provisions of the Covenant, at least potentially, take in a massive amount of literature. Indeed, almost everything that counts as a social problem could be brought within its terms, as could the whole of industrial law and statutory regulations of working conditions. It has seemed quite impossible to include in this bibliography even a select guide to literature on freedom and satisfaction in work; on the role of trade unions in protecting and promoting workers' rights, whether human or specific; or on general social and cultural development and satisfaction. We have put some special stress on material that deals directly with the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, on trade union rights as an important topic coming under the heading of Freedom of Association, and on the new International Economic Order and multiculturalism as questions that have had a great deal of discussion in Australia and are of great concern to it.
Civil and Political Rights present both advantages and disadvantages to a bibliographer. The advantage is that these rights have been talked about for a very long time. There is a history, a tradition, so that the rights and points of conflict and dispute have a 'shape'. Also, the central rights in the UN Covenant have been incorporated into various constitutions and domestic laws. But the obvious disadvantage is that the amount of material is enormous. The quality of material is also most uneven. We have therefore attempted to concentrate on those areas and that literature most likely to be relevant in Australia.
We have, then, divided up each of these major categories into the major rights or major sorts of discrimination that fall under them. Thus we have split up Discrimination into Sex Discrimination, etc. Then, under each of these subjects, we have once again isolated major issues or points of contention. These issues are not meant to be exhaustive but they are critical 'nerve-points' or problem areas which have attracted attention in the literature. The basic idea has been to restrict ourselves to these three levels of specificity. The different levels have been indicated in the following way:
Discrimination
level 1
Affirmative action
level 2
Preferential hiring level 3
Books and articles have been categorised according to their subject-matter. If an author deals with human rights generally, then the article or book will fall under the heading Human rights — general. If his or her subject-matter is discrimination in general, then the item will appear under Discrimination. If the author is dealing with the more particular topic of racial discrimination, then the book or article will be categorised under Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities). In
case the book or article deals with one or more than one of the specific issues that we have isolated, it will fall under the that heading or those headings. If the author is writing on Aboriginal land rights, for example, then the item will appear under that heading.
Cross references (`See also') attempt to deal with the problem of overlap and are collected together in the Synoptic Table of Human Rights immediately following; so are, where appropriate, lists of 'Related issues'. In many cases, these issues will not have been dealt with directly in the material we have collected. That would have made the Bibliography impossibly large, but the lists of related issues, we trust, will still be of use to students of human rights who want to read further and to those who simply want some appreciation of the topography of a very complex landscape.
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Synoptic table of
human rights
HUMAN RIGHTS — GENERAL
International instruments and agencies
United Nations Charter and Universal Declaration of Human Rights United Nations Commission on Human Rights
United Nations Covenants and Conventions
International Labour Organization (ILO) and other specialised organisations
Regional instruments and agencies American Convention on Human Rights European Convention on Human Rights European Court of Human Rights European Commission on Human Rights
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe European Community law
Domestic instruments and agencies Ombudsman
United States Constitution
The Bill of Rights debate
Australia
Canada
Great Britain
Non-government organisations (NG0s)
Philosophy of human rights
Philosophy of equality
CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS
See also—
Human rights — general: International instruments and agencies: United Nations Covenants and Conventions; Regional instruments and agencies: European Convention on Human Rights; Domestic instruments and agencies: United States Constitution
Right to self-determination
See also--
Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities); Rights of special groups: Immigrants' and aliens' rights; Social, 120
economic and cultural rights: Multiculturalism
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Related issues—
colonialism; developing countries; ethnic rights; imperialism; New International Economic Order; permanent sovereignty over natural resources; secession
Right to life
Related issues—
abortion; allocation of scarce medical resources; capital punishment; contraception; definition of death; euthanasia; population control; quality of life versus sanctity of life; suicide; surrogate mothers; war
Abortion
See also—
Rights of special groups: Children's rights: Health and medical care
Related issues-
ante-natal rights; artificial insemination; bodily integrity of women; conscientious objection of medical personnel; father's rights; in vitro fertilisation; population control; rape; right to a family; status of the foetus
Euthanasia
See also—
Rights of special groups: Children's rights: Health and medical care
Related issues—
allocation of scarce medical resources; conscientious and religious objections of hospitals and medical personnel; deformed infants; death with dignity; infanticide; involuntary euthanasia; living wills; substituted judgment; suicide; terminal illness; transplantation of organs and tissue
Definition of death
Related issues—
brain death; disposal of body parts; euthanasia; transplantation of organs and tissue; withdrawal of life support apparatus
Capital punishment
Security of the person
See also—
Civil and political rights: Privacy: Surveillance; Right to life: Abortion, Euthanasia; Rights of special groups: Children's rights: Child abuse and neglect, Health and medical care, Children and the law; Immigrants' and aliens' rights: Deportation and due process; Prisoners' rights
Related issues—
Amnesty International; arrest; blood transfusions; bodily integrity; capital punishment; consent to medical treatment; corporal punishment; cruel and unusual punishment and torture; deportation; disappearance; euthanasia; genocide; habeas corpus and detention; human experimentation; imprisonment; nuclear warfare; police powers; political asylum; pollution; prisoners of war; psychiatry (U.S.S.R.); search and seizure; slavery and forced labour; terrorism; transplantation of organs and tissue; trespass
Bodily integrity
See also—
Civil and political rights: Right to life, Right to fair trial (due process); Rights of special groups: Children's rights: Health and medical care; Prisoners' rights
Related issues—
consent to medical treatment; genetic engineering; human experimentation; 
religious and conscientious objection; sterilisation; transplantation of organs
Cruel and unusual punishment and torture
See also—
Civil and political rights: Right to life: Capital punishment; Rights of special groups: Immigrants' and aliens' rights: Deportation and due process
Habeas corpus and detention
See also—
Civil and political rights: Right to fair trial (due process); Rights of special groups: Children's rights: Children and the law; Immigrants' and aliens' rights: Deportation and due process
Related issues—
conditions of prisons and other institutions; emergencies; immigrants; national security; political prisoners
Police powers
See also—
Civil and political rights: Right to fair trial (due process): Right to silence; Freedom of assembly, Privacy: Surveillance; Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities): Criminal process; Rights of special groups: Prisoners' rights
Related issues—
accountability of police; arrest; assemblies; complaints against police; detention; emergencies; martial law; questioning and right to silence; right of entry; right to counsel; search and seizure; warrants
Slavery and forced labour
See also—
Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities)
Terrorism
See also—
Civil and political rights: Right to fair trial (due process)
Related issues—
emergency legislation; hijacking; Northern Ireland; political prisoners
Privacy
See also—
Civil and political rights: Freedom of expression: Contempt of court, Freedom of the press (media); Freedom of information, Security of the person: Police powers
Related issues—
advertising; census; computers and data banks; confidential information; credit rating; privacy versus freedom of the media; secret service; social research; surveillance (eavesdropping and wiretapping); trespass
Confidential information
Related issues—
census; credit ratings; doctors; lawyers; professions and confidentiality; social research
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Computers and data banks Legal protection
Surveillance
Related issues—
eavesdropping; secret service; wiretapping
Freedom of assembly
See also—
Civil and political rights: Freedom of religion, thought and conscience; Civil and political rights: Security of the person: Police powers
Related issues—
civil disobedience; conscientious objection; incitement to violence; incitement to racial hatred; picketing; public meetings; public order; police powers; sit-ins; street marches; subversive acts; symbolic speech; demonstrations
Freedom of association
See also—
Civil and political rights: Freedom of assembly, Freedom of religion, thought and conscience; Discrimination: Sex discrimination—women; Human rights — general: International Labour Organization (ILO) and other specialised organisations
Related issues—
political parties; pressure groups; religious organisations; special interest groups; trade unions; subversive organisations
Trade unions
Freedom of expression
See also—
Civil and political rights: Freedom of assembly, Freedom of information, Freedom of religion, thought and conscience: Conscientious objection, Civil disobedience and symbolic speech; Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities): Incitement to racial hatred and prejudice
Related issues—
academic freedom; access to the media; censorship; contempt of court; control of media; defamation and libel; freedom of the press (media); incitement to racial hatred; journalistic privileges; obscenity; religious broadcasting; symbolic speech; trans-border data flow
Access to the media Censorship
Related issues—
children's rights; national security; violence on television
Contempt of court
Defamation and libel
Freedom of the press (media)
See also—
Civil and political rights: Freedom of information: Official secrecy
Related issues—
Control of media; government regulation; journalistic privileges; media monopolies; privacy versus freedom of press
Obscenity
Freedom of information
See also—
Civil and political rights: Freedom of expression: Access to the media, Censorship;
Privacy: Confidential information, Computers and data banks; Right to fair trial: Natural justice; Human rights — general: Domestic instruments and agencies: Ombudsman
Related issues—
Crown privilege (privileged information); 'D' notices; espionage; Freedom of Information Act; intelligence organisations; official secrecy; review of administrative action; secret service
Crown privilege
Freedom of Information legislation Official secrecy
Freedom of movement
See also—
Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities); Rights of special groups: Immigrants' and aliens' rights: Deportation and due process
Related issues—
apartheid; deportation; humanitarian law; immigration; nationality; refugees;
resettlement; right to domicile; right to obtain passports; right to travel; stateless persons
Right to fair trial (due process)
See also—
Civil and political rights: Freedom of expression: Contempt of court; Security of the person: Habeas corpus and detention, Police powers; Rights of special groups: Children's rights: Children and the law; Prisoners' rights
Related issues—
double jeopardy; equality before the law; habeas corpus; judicial process; legal aid; natural justice (right to be heard, right to unbiased hearing, right to be given reasons); neighbourhood and community justice centres; right to bail; right to counsel; right to silence; speedy trial
Double jeopardy Natural justice Right to bail Right to counsel Right to silence
Freedom of religion, thought and conscience
See also—
Civil and political rights: Freedom of expression; Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities), Religious discrimination
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Related issues—
aid to religion; belief– action dichotomy; deprogramming; establishment of religion; faith healing; scientology; segregated church-related schools; tax exemption
Conscientious objection
Civil disobedience and symbolic speech
DISCRIMINATION
See also—
Human rights — general: International instruments and agencies: United Nations Covenants and Conventions; Regional instruments and agencies: European Convention on Human Rights, European Commission on Human Rights; Domestic instruments and agencies: United States Constitution; Philosophy of equality; Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities), Sex discrimination — women, Discrimination — homosexuals, Affirmative action, Age discrimination; Rights of special groups: Disabled persons' rights, Immigrants' and aliens' rights, Mentally retarded persons' rights
Related issues—
apartheid; criminal process; discrimination on the basis of national extraction; economics of discrimination; education; employment; equal protection of the law; genocide; legislation; merit and equality; morally relevant characteristics; political discrimination; private discrimination; segregation; separate-but-equal doctrine; slavery
Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities)
See also—
Social, economic and cultural rights
Related issues—
Aboriginal children; Aboriginal embassy; accommodation; education; employment discrimination; ethnicity; external affairs power; history of Aborigines; incitement to racial hatred and prejudice; land rights; Makarrata; Aboriginal customary law; racist propaganda and racial prejudice; reserves; restrictive covenants; right to be classified as Aboriginal; right to culture; right to language; right to legal aid; right to natural resources; Tasmanians; Torres Strait Islanders; voting
Criminal process
See also—
Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities)
Related issues—
criminal procedure; habeas corpus; judges' rules; legal aid; Aboriginal customary law; relations with police; sentencing
Aboriginal customary law Land rights
See also—
Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities): Aboriginal customary law
Related issues​Makarrata
External affairs power Voting
See also—
Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities); Human rights — general: Domestic instruments and agencies: United States Constitution, Philosophy of equality; Sex discrimination — women
Incitement to racial hatred and prejudice
See also—
Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities); Civil and political rights: Freedom of religion, thought and conscience: Civil disobedience and symbolic speech
Related issues—
access to the media; censorship; defamation and libel; freedom of the press (media); journalistic privileges
Employment
See also—
Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities); Affirmative action; Freedom of association: Trade unions
Education See also—
Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities), Affirmative action: Reverse discrimination, Preferential admission
Related issues—
religious schools; segregation; separate-but-equal doctrine
Sex discrimination — women
See also—
Discrimination: Affirmative action, Discrimination — homosexuals; Rights of special groups: Immigrants' and aliens' rights, Disabled persons' rights; Civil and political rights: Right to life: Abortion
Related issues—
Battered women; employment; equal rights amendment; family law; feminism; marital status; matrimonial property; migrant women; protection against rape; prostitution; right to participate; sexual harassment; social services; union rights; women in universities
Employment
See also—
Discrimination: Affirmative action
Social services Domestic violence
Discrimination — homosexuals
See also—
Discrimination: Sex discrimination— women, Affirmative action
Related issues—
education; employment; family law; gay rights; lesbianism; right to child custody; right to parenthood; privacy; police powers
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Affirmative action
See also—
Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities), Discrimination — women; Rights of special groups: Immigrants' and aliens' rights, Disabled persons' rights
Related issues—
Aborigines; compensation; equal educational opportunity; preferential admission; preferential hiring; positive discrimination; quotas; racism; reverse discrimination; timetables and goals; women
Reverse discrimination
See also—
Discrimination: Affirmative action: Preferential admission, Preferential hiring
Preferential admission
See also—
Discrimination: Affirmative action: Reverse discrimination, Preferential hiring
Preferential hiring
See also—
Discrimination: Affirmative action: Reverse discrimination, Preferential admission
Age discrimination
See also—Discrimination
Related issues—
accommodation; age of consent; contractual capacity; employment; aged migrants; prejudice; provision of goods and services; recreation; retirement legislation; social security; superannuation; voting
Religious discrimination
See also—
Discrimination; Civil and political rights: Freedom of religion, thought and conscience: Conscientious objection, Civil disobedience and symbolic speech
RIGHTS OF SPECIAL GROUPS
Children's rights
See also—
Civil and political rights: Freedom of expression: Censorship, Access to the media, Obscenity; Right to life: Abortion, Euthanasia
Related issues—
abortion; ante-natal rights; child abuse and neglect; child custody; child maintenance; child pornography; children's liberation; delinquency; education; euthanasia; juvenile courts; parental rights; right to counsel; right to a family; surrogate motherhood; violence and obscenity in the media
Child abuse and neglect Children and the law
Related issues—
community welfare; delinquency; divorce; due process; ex-nuptials; juvenile courts; right to counsel
Health and medical care
See also—
Civil and political rights: Right to life: Abortion, Euthanasia; Security of the person: Bodily integrity
Parental rights
Immigrants' and aliens' rights
See also—
Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities), Affirmative action; Social, economic and cultural rights: Multiculturalism
Related issues—
accommodation; assimilation; asylum; deportation and due process; employment
discrimination; ethnic broadcasting; ethnic rights; ethnicity; interpreting services; legal aid services; migrant women; naturalisation; on-arrival and post-arrival programs; refugees; right vote; welfare rights; White Australia Policy
Deportation and due process
See also—
Civil and political rights: Security of the person: Habeas corpus and detention, Police powers
Related issues—
bail; double jeopardy; legal aid; right to counsel; right to silence
Refugees
See also—
Rights of special groups: Immigrants' and aliens' rights: Deportation and due process
Prisoners' rights
See also—
Civil and political rights: Right to fair trial (due process), Right to life: Capital punishment; Security of the person: Cruel and unusual punishment and torture, Habeas corpus and detention
Related issues—
civil disabilities; human experimentation; legal disabilities; parole; political disabilities; right to legal advice; right to medical and health care
Disabled persons' rights
See also—
Civil and political rights: Right to life, Security of the person: Bodily integrity; Discrimination: Affirmative action: Preferential hiring; Rights of special groups: Children's rights: Health and medical care; Social, economic and cultural rights
Related issues—
access to public places; congenital disability; disabled migrants; disabled women; economic security; legal aid; medical care; occupational health and safety; poverty; rights of hospital patients; social security
Education, rehabilitation and training
Related issues—
learning barriers; recreation training; right to education; sexual rehabilitation; sheltered workshops; vocational training
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Community care
Related issues—
accommodation; deinstitutionalisation; hostels
Civil rights
Related issues—
personal injury claims; right to access; workers' compensation; 'wrongful life'
Mentally retarded persons' rights
See also—
Civil and political rights: Right to life: Abortion, Euthanasia; Security of the person: Bodily integrity, Habeas corpus and detention; Discrimination: Affirmative action: Preferential hiring; Rights of special groups: Children's rights: Health and medical care; Disabled persons' rights; Social, economic and cultural rights
Related issues—
behaviour control; developmental deficiency; eugenics; exceptional children; human experimentation; intellectual handicap; legal incapacity; mental health
Medical care and therapy
Related issues—
behaviour modification; depo-provera; involuntary hospitalisation; psychotropic drugs; right to treatment; sterilisation
Education, rehabilitation and training
Related issues—
recreation; training; right to education; sexual rehabilitation; sheltered workshops; vocational training
Community care
Related issues—
accommodation; behaviour modification; deinstitutionalisation; normalisation
Civil rights and legal safeguards
Related issues—
civil commitment; due process; fitness to plead; guardianship; incapacity; legal aid; legal incompetency; power of attorney; protective services
SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL RIGHTS
See also—
Human rights — general: International instruments and agencies: United Nations Covenants and Conventions; Civil and political rights: Right to self-determination, Freedom of assembly: Trade unions; Freedom of expression: Access to the media; Freedom of religion, thought and conscience; Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities): Land rights; Religious discrimination
Related issues—
appropriate technology; artists' right; cultural heritage; developing countries; exploitation; fair and equal remuneration; hygiene; international aid; leisure; New International Economic Order; right to education; right to strike; right to work; self-determination; standards of living; working conditions
Multiculturalism
See also—
Civil and political rights: Freedom of expression: Access to the media; Freedom of religion, thought and conscience; Discrimination: Racial discrimination (Aborigines, indigenous peoples and minorities): Aboriginal customary law; Relgious discrimination; Rights of special groups: Immigrants' and aliens' rights: Refugees
Related issues—
assimilation; cultural pluralism; ethnicity; immigration; integration
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