
I have picked up a student from my school from a detention centre and have 
found the environment to be very unpleasant.  
 

There is high cyclone fencing around the centre and the young people are 
'housed' in shipping containers. The staff at the centre have at times been very 
officious in their manner and sometimes rude. 
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The appropriateness of facilities in which children are detained 

• How would you describe the immigration detention facility? Are there fences, 
checkpoints and mechanisms that limit the movement of children? 

• Is there access to a natural environment for children? 

• Is there private space for children and families for living and sleeping? 

• Is the immigration detention facility a clean and pleasant environment? 

• In your view, what is the impact of detention on children? Describe your response 
to the conditions of detention for children. 
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The young people I am referring to here have been allowed to attend school. 
However, their attendance is dependent on: 
 

Not having appointments with case managers, other staff on that day 
 

Not being in "lockdown": students have not been allowed to attend school from 
the detention centre if there has been a disturbance overnight., 
 

This clearly disrupts their learning, which has already been severely impacted 
on and disrupted by their life in their country of origin and by being in detention. 
 

The detention centre does not inform us when they are not allowing the child to 
come to school. 
 

Asylum seeker students at my school who come from a detention centre are 
not allowed to participate in school excursions, or other learning experiences 
outside of the school grounds, further disadvantaging them and giving them a 
sense of not belonging to the school. 

 

 

 
Provision of education, recreation, maternal and infant 
health services 

• Is formal education available to children? Please describe the types of education 
that are available. Is it appropriate for the age, the educational level and needs of 
the child? 

• Are there playgrounds and play equipment for children? 

• Can you describe the medical services and support that is available for expectant 
mothers and new mothers? Can you describe the medical support for babies and 
infants? Do you think these services are appropriate? 
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Closed detention is completely inappropriate for unaccompanied minors. They 
should at worst, be in community detention facilities, or preferable, be allowed 
to live with families/individuals who are able to be "the place of detention' while 
processing of claims proceeds. 
 

At my school there are families and teachers who would support these asylum 
seekers to live in a normal environment while they wait to be 'processed', but 
this has not been an option for them and so they have to return to detention 
each afternoon. 
 

 

 

 
The guardianship of unaccompanied children in detention 
in Australia 

• What care and welfare services are available for children who arrive in Australia 
without parents or family members? 

• Are the supports adequate? 

• Is closed detention appropriate for unaccompanied minors? How can they be best 
supported? 

• The Minister for Immigration and Border Protection is the legal guardian for 
unaccompanied children in detention – is this an appropriate arrangement? 
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As mentioned above, community detention options are not properly pursued in 
my opinion. The living conditions in the detention centre are too heavily 
regulated to allow the young person to engage properly with education. For 
instance, our asylum seeker students are not allowed to take a school laptop 
into the detention centre with them and their access to a computer and the 
internet is very limited in the centre. This severely limits their opportunities to 
complete school work, email their teachers their completed work, etc. 

 
Progress that has been made during the 10 years 
(since the Commission’s 2004 report: A last resort? National Inquiry into Children in 
Immigration Detention) 

• Have alternatives to detention such as community detention and the granting of 
visas been sufficiently utilised in the past 10 years? 

• Have the living conditions for children in detention facilities improved in the past 
10 years? What have been the changes? 

• Have there been changes to laws and policies dealing with children in immigration 
detention to ensure that they comply with the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child? 
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