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Measures to ensure the safety of children
· Can you describe the measures to protect children from harm?

· Is there support for children who may be suffering from trauma either as a result of previous life experiences or in relation to the experience of detention?

· Please describe the security checks for children as they enter and leave immigration detention facilities. Do you think these checks are appropriate for children?

This incident happened just before the Easter break time last year [2013]. That may affect its relevance. ��It occurred at Broadmeadows detention centre in the main visitors room.��The were perhaps twenty –five to thirty people in the room at the time. This included a number of young children and teenagers. I was visiting a teenage boy, [Redacted], who was already of serious concern because he was suicidal. ��A man attempted suicide by jumping from the building roof. The visitor room wall was nearly all glass so this was in full view for all present. It was few minutes between when he was first seen on the roof and when he jumped. It was the response in this time that shocked me.��As soon as he was seen everyone in the room went silent. I was the only one who did not realise what was happening. I thought they we looking at the rainbow and then when I saw the man on the roof I thought he was getting a ball down. ��Everyone else knew he was attempting suicide. Even the youngest children knew a man on the roof meant he was suicidal. The children stared and then covered their faces. The little girl [perhaps eight years old] opposite me buried her face in her mother lap. Her mother looked frantic as she tried to protect her. They were unable to leave the room. Guards had gathered at their exit door. ��Two of the men pushed past the guards and grabbed a cushion to try to break the mans fall. As it was asylum seekers who went for cushions I wondered what training the staff had in dealing with such events. There may have been a staff member talking to the man but from what I could see it was only fellow asylum seekers who tried to speak to him.��A guard immediately yelled “all visitors out”. When I was slow to realise what was happening he yelled it louder and continued to bellow until we were heading for the door. ��There was no attempt to remove or protect the refugees, especially the children, from seeing the tragedy.��I did not see the man poor man jump but I did hear the dreadful howl from those who did. ��As far as I could see it was deemed more important to prevent visitors seeing the incident than to ensure children did not witness such a traumatic event.
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