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The appropriateness of facilities in which children are detained
· How would you describe the immigration detention facility? Are there fences, checkpoints and mechanisms that limit the movement of children?

· Is there access to a natural environment for children?

· Is there private space for children and families for living and sleeping?

· Is the immigration detention facility a clean and pleasant environment?

· In your view, what is the impact of detention on children? Describe your response to the conditions of detention for children.
The impact of the length of detention on children

· Does the timeframe of the detention have a particular impact on children? For example, is there any difference in the ways in which a child responds to immigration detention after 1 week, 1 month, 3 months, 6 months, 1 year? Please give examples.
Measures to ensure the safety of children
· Can you describe the measures to protect children from harm?

· Is there support for children who may be suffering from trauma either as a result of previous life experiences or in relation to the experience of detention?

· Please describe the security checks for children as they enter and leave immigration detention facilities. Do you think these checks are appropriate for children?


Provision of education, recreation, maternal and infant health services
· Is formal education available to children? Please describe the types of education that are available. Is it appropriate for the age, the educational level and needs of the child?

· Are there playgrounds and play equipment for children?

· Can you describe the medical services and support that is available for expectant mothers and new mothers? Can you describe the medical support for babies and infants? Do you think these services are appropriate?
The separation of families across detention facilities in Australia
· Do you have experience of family separation due to immigration detention?

· Are you aware of instances of family separation as a result of immigration detention?

· What forms of contact are available for families to maintain communication?

· What efforts were made to reunite children with siblings and parents?

· What are the effects of family separation on children?



The guardianship of unaccompanied children in detention in Australia
· What care and welfare services are available for children who arrive in Australia without parents or family members?

· Are the supports adequate?

· Is closed detention appropriate for unaccompanied minors? How can they be best supported?

The Minister for Immigration and Border Protection is the legal guardian for unaccompanied children in detention – is this an appropriate arrangement?

Assessments conducted prior to transferring children to be detained in ‘regional processing countries’
· Can you describe the pre-transfer assessments conducted prior to transferring children to regional processing countries?

· Are the pre-transfer assessments appropriate for children?

· Does the Department of Immigration and Border Protection respond appropriately to the findings in the pre-transfer assessments?



Progress that has been made during the 10 years
(since the Commission’s 2004 report: A last resort? National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention)

· Have alternatives to detention such as community detention and the granting of visas been sufficiently utilised in the past 10 years?

· Have the living conditions for children in detention facilities improved in the past 10 years? What have been the changes?

· Have there been changes to laws and policies dealing with children in immigration detention to ensure that they comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child?

Bottom of Form

As an Australian I am appalled that our country is keeping children whose parents are seeking asylum in detention in poor conditions within our country and overseas, that they are being denied their rights to a normal, joyful and free childhood; education and appropriate health services.








As a parent and grandparent my view is that children's response to detention must be one of bewilderment, loss of trust in adults and their parents to provide them with care, protection and a normal happy childhood.  this must have a long term adverse impact on their mental, intellectual and physical health.








I have no direct knowledge of measures in place to protect children from harm, but would assume this would be a very basic measure when children are entering immigration detention facilities.








Formal education, playgrounds and medical services for babies infants, and importantly expectant and new mothers are of critical importance and are absolute human rights of any person in Australia and should be a priority for those seeking asylum here.








The effects of family separation on children in any circumstance is well documented and is particularly relevant to children who have experienced trauma and conflict.








It clearly is not appropriate for the Minister to be the legal guardian as he is not performing these duties appropriately.  Close detention is definitely not appropriate for unaccompanied minors who should be placed in the community in a foster family arrangement, preferably with families from their own culture and nationality.








I have no personal knowledge of these assessments.








Alternatives to detention have not been adequately explored or attempted.  there are many people in the community who would welcome the opportunity to assist refugees especially families but who do not have the opportunity.  I doubt the living conditions for the children in detention facilities have improved if what little information the public receives, is accurate.  There should be more openness, transparency and community involvement in assisting families escaping violence, conflict and persecution.  
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