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The appropriateness of facilities in which children are detained
· How would you describe the immigration detention facility? Are there fences, checkpoints and mechanisms that limit the movement of children?

· Is there access to a natural environment for children?

· Is there private space for children and families for living and sleeping?

· Is the immigration detention facility a clean and pleasant environment?

· In your view, what is the impact of detention on children? Describe your response to the conditions of detention for children.
The impact of the length of detention on children

· Does the timeframe of the detention have a particular impact on children? For example, is there any difference in the ways in which a child responds to immigration detention after 1 week, 1 month, 3 months, 6 months, 1 year? Please give examples.
Measures to ensure the safety of children
· Can you describe the measures to protect children from harm?

· Is there support for children who may be suffering from trauma either as a result of previous life experiences or in relation to the experience of detention?

· Please describe the security checks for children as they enter and leave immigration detention facilities. Do you think these checks are appropriate for children?


Provision of education, recreation, maternal and infant health services
· Is formal education available to children? Please describe the types of education that are available. Is it appropriate for the age, the educational level and needs of the child?

· Are there playgrounds and play equipment for children?

· Can you describe the medical services and support that is available for expectant mothers and new mothers? Can you describe the medical support for babies and infants? Do you think these services are appropriate?
The separation of families across detention facilities in Australia
· Do you have experience of family separation due to immigration detention?

· Are you aware of instances of family separation as a result of immigration detention?

· What forms of contact are available for families to maintain communication?

· What efforts were made to reunite children with siblings and parents?

· What are the effects of family separation on children?



The guardianship of unaccompanied children in detention in Australia
· What care and welfare services are available for children who arrive in Australia without parents or family members?

· Are the supports adequate?

· Is closed detention appropriate for unaccompanied minors? How can they be best supported?

· The Minister for Immigration and Border Protection is the legal guardian for unaccompanied children in detention – is this an appropriate arrangement?
Progress that has been made during the 10 years
(since the Commission’s 2004 report: A last resort? National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention)

· Have alternatives to detention such as community detention and the granting of visas been sufficiently utilised in the past 10 years?

· Have the living conditions for children in detention facilities improved in the past 10 years? What have been the changes?

· Have there been changes to laws and policies dealing with children in immigration detention to ensure that they comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child?

Bottom of Form

The detention centres do not meet the requirements as laid out in the UN Convention for the Rights of the Child.  The Australian Government is failing to meet most of the articles cited in this convention.��The detention facilities are prisons without the comforts and resources offered to prisoners.  Prisons are no place for children.  There are insufficient places for them to play.  They are not protected from the adults around them,  There is insufficient access to medical attention, education and the basic rights.  The pressure placed on their parents, particularly with respect to uncertainty about immigration status places significant strain on the children.��The children have no access to civil society and are unable to learn basic skills as there is no sense of normalcy in the centres.








The emotional, intellectual and social development of children in detention is severely compromised.  Long term detention is likely to have a significant impact on the health and wellbeing of children.  It will affect their self esteem, ability to manage and regulate their emotions and negatively impact on social relationships.








Follow the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child.��Follow the CHild Protection laws of the State and of Australia��Treat children as children and not as criminals.��Ensure that adults are receiving the appropriate support they require, otherwise they pose a risk to children








Insufficient education and access to the natural environment and freedom to play.  There is no freedom inside these hot, unshaded and unsafe environments.��Medical services are rudimentary at best and certainly not appropriate for most women and children.








I have experience of successful integration of reunited families.  Families and friends of families were able to pass on news of loved ones at the Reception Centre in Mangare in New Zealand.  Asylum seekers were able to settle, feel safer and begin to learn English, understand the laws and culture of the land and focus on becoming contributing members of society.  Family members who were already in NZ were able to support them and provide them with support.��In Queensland I saw efforts to connect unaccompanied children with family members or others from their community and this made a significant difference to the young peoples sense of identity and wellbeing.








Supports are inadequate.  Children, especially unaccompanied minors are treated as if they were adults.��Closed detention is extremely harmful for unaccompanied minors.  They require family placement and an opportunity to learn prosocial skills and obtain an education to ensure that they are able to contribute to society.��It is unacceptable for the Minister to be the legal guardian as this role has no direct interest in the well-being of children.  Social welfare services are best placed to take this role.








The situation has deteriorated significantly.  Any alternatives appear to be politically motivated rather than in the best interests of the child or in an attempt to work toward a solution to unplanned migration.  Australia is bearing a minuscule part of the global intake of asylum seekers. ��The living conditions in detention facilities would not pass occupational health and safety for livestock in Australia and this is largely due to the fact that little thought has been given to making facilities welcoming, safe and temporary.  Funds are being spent on keeping people as far away from Australia as possible .  No effort is made to ensure that asylum seekers applications are processed with the same speed that is achieved in other countries.
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