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Progress that has been made during the 10 years
(since the Commission’s 2004 report: A last resort? National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention)

· Have alternatives to detention such as community detention and the granting of visas been sufficiently utilised in the past 10 years?

· Have the living conditions for children in detention facilities improved in the past 10 years? What have been the changes?

· Have there been changes to laws and policies dealing with children in immigration detention to ensure that they comply with the Convention on the Rights of the ChildBottom of Form
It is astonishing to me that we as a country have deemed it necessary to refuse to process claims, tightened immigration laws and generally made refugees feel as uncomfortable and unwelcome as possible. The fact that we do this not only to adults in desperate situations, but to children with absolutely no agency of their own is unconscionable. Our government and governments past should hang their heads in shame.��We have unaccompanied minors as young as nine held in conditions unfit for animals. People have died and are dying on our watch. What will it take for the Minister - who has a legal responsibility as to the welfare of these people - to act humanely?
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