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I was born on .  I was born in Rakai State, , Burma.  I was able 

to recall the memory in the year 1988 as far as I remember.  And I remember there were a 

lot of massacres, killings.    At the time, I had an 

experience of killings.  It was a trauma for me to see those killings of others as I was very 

young.  I was traumatised to see those killings and because of my family’s poor economic 

situation I was able to go to school till year 4.  I believe that the reason why we were very 

poor financially is that because of the instability of government, political situation and the 

government’s mismanagement.  It’s like you can see without education I feel like I am blind.  

I grew up with a very disadvantaged family until the age of 18.  And then I was married.  I 

grew up under the rules of military government and I was persecuted.  The soldier tried to 

rape me.  I have already put all those in my refugee applications and then I fled to Malaysia 

and then I gave birth to my daughter.  I gave birth to my daughter with a mid-wife that was 

not in hospital but that was in my house.  I lived in Malaysia for many years but I felt 

insecure and my life was still in danger.   I was scared of two kinds of people.  One kind was 

Indian people who were gangsters.  They used drugs and they robbed people anytime they 

want and I feel like my life was not safe.  The other was that I was scared of was police 

because I did not have proper documents to live in Malaysia.  I have to survive.  I have to 

live on for the sake of my daughter.  I have to live for my daughter because my daughter 

was uneducated like me.  I have tried for three times to be able to send my daughter to 

school in Malaysia and they required some proper documents and passport to be able to 

send my daughter to school.  So as I couldn’t do anything and I was helpless the only thing I 

could do was just cry and come back home.  I have only one daughter and I do not want her 

to be uneducated like me.  So as I heard that Australia is full of human rights and I chose 



Australia just be my home for my daughter.  I have tried two times to be able to go to 

Australia by boat.  I took risks for my daughter and the risk was that if I could make it to 

Australia my daughter would have better life or I will die.  You could ask anyone, no-one 

wants to die on a boat.  I do not think that anyone wants to die in that ocean in a very bad 

condition.  The first time when I try to go to Australia, I had two days without drink on a 

boat.  We were on a boat for 7 days and 2 days without drink and my daughter passed out 

due to unavailability of water.  But then what was terrifying me was the boat was just 

leaking and there was water coming inside the boat.  The storm hit the boat.  What 

happened was the boat was hid away by the storm and they saw a small island.  

Unfortunately, the military was based on that island.  And the soldiers from that military 

sent us to a detention centre in Indonesia for 9 months and we received United Nations 

High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) registration cards from UNHCR.  And we tried a 

second time to come to Australia after that.   

 There was also a terrifying situation I came across in that second attempt to come to 

Australia.  That was a woman who gave birth to a baby on the boat.  It was very terrifying to 

see that woman give birth to a baby without any medication.  When I arrived on Christmas 

Island the bad news I heard was about that the Australian government was not accepting 

boat people who came after 19 July 2013.  I was very sad when I heard that news and I 

wanted to kill myself.  I had stayed on that Christmas Island for six months.  I have been on 

Nauru for 4 months now.  My child has been in detention centres for two years now.  I want 

my daughter to have a better future and I want her to be free from this detention centre.  I 

heard another news.  The news is if we were found not to be refugees we would not be 

released to the community.  I don’t want my daughter psychologically affected.  If I would 

like to appear to to help me to get out of this place.  Thank you very much. 





affected.  And finally, I would like to say the detention in Nauru is the worst situation I have 

come across and is totally not for any children.  If my child is detained continuously, I will be 

very much worried about her mental health.  There are also a lot of children facing the same 

situation in this detention centre.  Please help these children.   

Thank you very much.   




