National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention 2014
Submission No 34
Name withheld
Child who lived in an immigration detention facility previously
The appropriateness of facilities in which children are detained
· How would you describe the immigration detention facility? Are there fences, checkpoints and mechanisms that limit the movement of children?

· Is there access to a natural environment for children?

· Is there private space for children and families for living and sleeping?

· Is the immigration detention facility a clean and pleasant environment?

· In your view, what is the impact of detention on children? Describe your response to the conditions of detention for children.
The impact of the length of detention on children

· Does the timeframe of the detention have a particular impact on children? For example, is there any difference in the ways in which a child responds to immigration detention after 1 week, 1 month, 3 months, 6 months, 1 year? Please give examples.
Measures to ensure the safety of children
· Can you describe the measures to protect children from harm?

· Is there support for children who may be suffering from trauma either as a result of previous life experiences or in relation to the experience of detention?

· Please describe the security checks for children as they enter and leave immigration detention facilities. Do you think these checks are appropriate for children?


Provision of education, recreation, maternal and infant health services
· Is formal education available to children? Please describe the types of education that are available. Is it appropriate for the age, the educational level and needs of the child?

· Are there playgrounds and play equipment for children?

· Can you describe the medical services and support that is available for expectant mothers and new mothers? Can you describe the medical support for babies and infants? Do you think these services are appropriate?
The separation of families across detention facilities in Australia
· Do you have experience of family separation due to immigration detention?

· Are you aware of instances of family separation as a result of immigration detention?

· What forms of contact are available for families to maintain communication?

· What efforts were made to reunite children with siblings and parents?

· What are the effects of family separation on children?



The guardianship of unaccompanied children in detention in Australia
· What care and welfare services are available for children who arrive in Australia without parents or family members?

· Are the supports adequate?

· Is closed detention appropriate for unaccompanied minors? How can they be best supported?

The Minister for Immigration and Border Protection is the legal guardian for unaccompanied children in detention – is this an appropriate arrangement?

Progress that has been made during the 10 years
(since the Commission’s 2004 report: A last resort? National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention)

· Have alternatives to detention such as community detention and the granting of visas been sufficiently utilised in the past 10 years?

· Have the living conditions for children in detention facilities improved in the past 10 years? What have been the changes?

· Have there been changes to laws and policies dealing with children in immigration detention to ensure that they comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child?

Bottom of Form

I didn't like detention. I didn't get my own room, I had to share with others.It was boring, not much activity. In Adelaide the outside area was very dry like a desert, no nice harden or trees, small, couldn't move much. It wasnt enjoyable.





Detention is not at all good for kids. They can't see anything from outside. They have no access from the community to learn about the community and how to react with the people.





I was in detention for one year inXmas Island, Adelaide, and melbourne. I don't know why they move me around so much. It was too long to be locked up. I wanted to get on with my life.





I had a lot of trauma from my life in Afghanistan.I needed help. I saw a person in detention to talk to, not a good one, I know that because they didn't listen good, or feel me when i was talking. I didn't see a psychologist because only the ones who  cut themselves or hurt themselves were able to see the psychologist. I was hurt inside and they couldn't see it so noone helped me.I couldn't sleep at night. We were awake all night beacuse of the bad dreams and the flash backs were terrible. 





I was scared about the visa situation too.





I saw people cutting themselves and it was too bad to see. They were crazy with stress.





In detention we had no school. I wanted it but it was just the Serco staff in a room with the boys and a teacher, not really good for learning.We had to go. I went a few times.





There was a doctor and we could go but you had ask ahead if it wasnt an emergency. Eye check was done and I got glasses.





In detention my contact with my family in afghanistan was by their phone. We had an hour a day when the phone was available for the boys. It was n't enough.





In Australia my caseworkers helped me after detention a little bit, but MDA, ACCess just played with the people and didn't help me much. When I turned 18 they would give me fridge, couch, everything, but I took nothing from them because they made it really difficult and asked too much at that time. I had to move house and then they said apply and it takes time, and so I wouldn't have what i needed to live with. But they knew I would bemoving at 18.





Milpera was my school, I have everything from Milpera. I have kept my note books from there, it was good and helpful. HEAL at Milpera helped me too. They helped me to learn to relax inside from all pressure. Southbank TAFE was very nice too, beautiful and nice teachers.





The detention situation is worse now. Inside detention is unbelievable, because people are suffering so much. Very difficult there now. You should not lock up children. The children have nothing to do, and have done nothing. The children are innocent.
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