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The appropriateness of facilities in which children are detained
· How would you describe the immigration detention facility? Are there fences, checkpoints and mechanisms that limit the movement of children?

· Is there access to a natural environment for children?

· Is there private space for children and families for living and sleeping?

· Is the immigration detention facility a clean and pleasant environment?

· In your view, what is the impact of detention on children? Describe your response to the conditions of detention for children.
The impact of the length of detention on children

· Does the timeframe of the detention have a particular impact on children? For example, is there any difference in the ways in which a child responds to immigration detention after 1 week, 1 month, 3 months, 6 months, 1 year? Please give examples.
Measures to ensure the safety of children
· Can you describe the measures to protect children from harm?

· Is there support for children who may be suffering from trauma either as a result of previous life experiences or in relation to the experience of detention?

· Please describe the security checks for children as they enter and leave immigration detention facilities. Do you think these checks are appropriate for children?


Provision of education, recreation, maternal and infant health services
· Is formal education available to children? Please describe the types of education that are available. Is it appropriate for the age, the educational level and needs of the child?

· Are there playgrounds and play equipment for children?

· Can you describe the medical services and support that is available for expectant mothers and new mothers? Can you describe the medical support for babies and infants? Do you think these services are appropriate?
The separation of families across detention facilities in Australia
· Do you have experience of family separation due to immigration detention?

· Are you aware of instances of family separation as a result of immigration detention?

· What forms of contact are available for families to maintain communication?

· What efforts were made to reunite children with siblings and parents?

· What are the effects of family separation on children?



The guardianship of unaccompanied children in detention in Australia
· What care and welfare services are available for children who arrive in Australia without parents or family members?

· Are the supports adequate?

· Is closed detention appropriate for unaccompanied minors? How can they be best supported?

The Minister for Immigration and Border Protection is the legal guardian for unaccompanied children in detention – is this an appropriate arrangement?

Assessments conducted prior to transferring children to be detained in ‘regional processing countries’
· Can you describe the pre-transfer assessments conducted prior to transferring children to regional processing countries?

· Are the pre-transfer assessments appropriate for children?

· Does the Department of Immigration and Border Protection respond appropriately to the findings in the pre-transfer assessments?



Progress that has been made during the 10 years
(since the Commission’s 2004 report: A last resort? National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention)

· Have alternatives to detention such as community detention and the granting of visas been sufficiently utilised in the past 10 years?

· Have the living conditions for children in detention facilities improved in the past 10 years? What have been the changes?

· Have there been changes to laws and policies dealing with children in immigration detention to ensure that they comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child?

Bottom of Form




No child should be kept in detention beyond the time required for health checks. I have not personally witnessed the conditions these children live in, but from what I have read they do not have play or educational materials, nor any opportunities for normal development. When parents are anxious about their future this would inevitably impact on their children. If they are unaccompanied by parents, the conditions would be even worse for children.








Of course. The longer a child is detained and unable to live a rich and normal life, the greater the detrimental effect would inevitably be, particularly if the child is surrounded by anxious and depressed adults.. 











I do not know, but I have not heard about any such provisions for children. The silence surrounding the conditions that refugees are experiencing is not helpful, and in my view is totally unacceptable in a supposedly democratic society.











I believe not, but again, the embargo on information and the secrecy surrounding refugees only leads me to believe that conditions are unacceptable. I have donated a large box of toys and art materials and hope that they have reached some of the children. 











I do not know the answer to the first questions here, but I do know, that separation from family would have an extremely detrimental effect on any child and lead to the development of mental health and emotional problems, probably lifelong.











I do not know. Why the secrecy surrounding children and families in detention? We, the general public, need to know what their conditions are like. The current Minister for Immigration and Border protection is totally unsuitable to be the legal guardian of these children. It is a most inappropriate arrangement and needs to be changed immediately, and the guardianship be in the hands of a professional person who understands child development and the needs of families and children, and their mental and physical needs. 











No I cannot. I cannot imagine they are appropriate for children. Judging by my observation of the Minister for Immigration and Border Protection, I cannot imagine that there is any humanitarian response from him. He seems only to be interested in border protection, stopping boats, and being secretive about everything he is doing. 











No, the situation has deteriorated to a very marked degree in recent years to the extent that I am utterly ashamed about the Australian response to refugees and asylum seekers. The changes that have occurred under the current government do not appear to comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child at all. 
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