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The impact of the length of detention on children

· Does the timeframe of the detention have a particular impact on children? For example, is there any difference in the ways in which a child responds to immigration detention after 1 week, 1 month, 3 months, 6 months, 1 year? Please give examples.



There is no appropriately suitable time for children to be in detention. The longer they are there, the more deleterious the impact they will experience. Numerous factors such as family support, impact of detention on parents, exposure to violence, underlying mental health problems, personal resilience and physical health will all affect the impact of detention on children. Regardless of how externally supported and internally resilient a child may be, detention will eventually erode coping capacity and leave them highly susceptible to severe anxiety, depression and potential suicidality. 
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