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The impact of the length of detention on children

· Does the timeframe of the detention have a particular impact on children? For example, is there any difference in the ways in which a child responds to immigration detention after 1 week, 1 month, 3 months, 6 months, 1 year? Please give examples.
Provision of education, recreation, maternal and infant health services
· Is formal education available to children? Please describe the types of education that are available. Is it appropriate for the age, the educational level and needs of the child?

· Are there playgrounds and play equipment for children?

· Can you describe the medical services and support that is available for expectant mothers and new mothers? Can you describe the medical support for babies and infants? Do you think these services are appropriate?
The guardianship of unaccompanied children in detention in Australia
· What care and welfare services are available for children who arrive in Australia without parents or family members?

· Are the supports adequate?

· Is closed detention appropriate for unaccompanied minors? How can they be best supported?

· The Minister for Immigration and Border Protection is the legal guardian for unaccompanied children in detention – is this an appropriate arrangement?
Attached file – see separate document.




The length of detention of children has a definite negative impact on their mental health and wellbeing, often resulting in post traumatic stress disorder (which varies in its long longevity).











All resources are minimal in offshore detention centres.











Closed detention is not appropriate for unaccompanied minors. Living in small group homes that are well managed by trained personnel have been piloted successfully in Queensland. Guardianship of minors is an issue when the minor is transferred offshore. Inappropriate, inexperienced an untrained agencies can further traumatise young people. 
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