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The appropriateness of facilities in which children are detained
· How would you describe the immigration detention facility? Are there fences, checkpoints and mechanisms that limit the movement of children?

· Is there access to a natural environment for children?

· Is there private space for children and families for living and sleeping?

· Is the immigration detention facility a clean and pleasant environment?

· In your view, what is the impact of detention on children? Describe your response to the conditions of detention for children.
The impact of the length of detention on children

· Does the timeframe of the detention have a particular impact on children? For example, is there any difference in the ways in which a child responds to immigration detention after 1 week, 1 month, 3 months, 6 months, 1 year? Please give examples.
Measures to ensure the safety of children
· Can you describe the measures to protect children from harm?

· Is there support for children who may be suffering from trauma either as a result of previous life experiences or in relation to the experience of detention?

· Please describe the security checks for children as they enter and leave immigration detention facilities. Do you think these checks are appropriate for children?


Provision of education, recreation, maternal and infant health services
· Is formal education available to children? Please describe the types of education that are available. Is it appropriate for the age, the educational level and needs of the child?

· Are there playgrounds and play equipment for children?

· Can you describe the medical services and support that is available for expectant mothers and new mothers? Can you describe the medical support for babies and infants? Do you think these services are appropriate?
The separation of families across detention facilities in Australia
· Do you have experience of family separation due to immigration detention?

· Are you aware of instances of family separation as a result of immigration detention?

· What forms of contact are available for families to maintain communication?

· What efforts were made to reunite children with siblings and parents?

· What are the effects of family separation on children?



The guardianship of unaccompanied children in detention in Australia
· What care and welfare services are available for children who arrive in Australia without parents or family members?

· Are the supports adequate?

· Is closed detention appropriate for unaccompanied minors? How can they be best supported?

The Minister for Immigration and Border Protection is the legal guardian for unaccompanied children in detention – is this an appropriate arrangement?

Assessments conducted prior to transferring children to be detained in ‘regional processing countries’
· Can you describe the pre-transfer assessments conducted prior to transferring children to regional processing countries?

· Are the pre-transfer assessments appropriate for children?

· Does the Department of Immigration and Border Protection respond appropriately to the findings in the pre-transfer assessments?



Progress that has been made during the 10 years
(since the Commission’s 2004 report: A last resort? National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention)

· Have alternatives to detention such as community detention and the granting of visas been sufficiently utilised in the past 10 years?

· Have the living conditions for children in detention facilities improved in the past 10 years? What have been the changes?

· Have there been changes to laws and policies dealing with children in immigration detention to ensure that they comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child?

Bottom of Form




Children in detention develop psychological and phyisical problems that mark them for life as a result of lack of access to the natural environment, lack of privacy and hygiene and living in a hostile, stressful and often dangerous environment. ��Many children become traumatized and their psychological and emotional development is impaired and damaged resulting in mental illnes, depression, suicidal tendencies, loss of trust and hope.











One week could expose them to events that would impact them forever such as witnessing self harm, violence intimidation and human right violations which often occur in detention.











Refugee children are often exposed to extreme situations of stress, fear and violence They need to be in a safe environment where they feel safe and with at least one of their parents or close relative.��They need proper facilities to keep them active and engaged in outdoor, creative and physical activities to encourage a normalisation of their lives and positive and healthy frame of mind��These children should be assessed for trauma issues and given proper therapy, not incarcerated in conditions which will worsen their mental health.��People who work with refugee children should b properly trained and given checks according to legislation.











Refugee children often don't speak English. They need teachers with training and experience in a second language teaching.��Traumatized children will often not focus on learning and present special challenges for teachers.��Playgrounds with adequate equipment and play facilities are essential for the recovery, progress of these children.��Mother's health has often suffered because of pre migration stresses and often war conditions. They need a safe and quiet environment and mental health services to recover, not the increased stresses of incarceration.��Detention centers lack appropriate health facilities for adults and children in general, let alone for expectant mothers and their children who are often traumatized. They should not be in detention.











I am aware of many families experiencing separation and the anguish they live under and its pernicious effect on their mental health is well documented in psychological studies.��People in detention are kept from contacting their relatives or people outside detention, going over long periods without knowing if they are still alive, or safe and well.��Family separation has a long standing effect on the mental health of children and often handicaps them for life.��Efforts to reunite family members are minimal and often left to welfare organizations with limited resources.











Closed detention is not appropriate for unaccompanied children. They should be in the community with a member of their own community if family is not available. Australian legislation allows for allowances being paid to carers, this should be available to people who offer to become carers or foster parents after the regular checks.��The Minister for Immigration an Border protection has demonstrated a bad will bordering on persecution of refugees with strict and inhumane regulations enacted to deter them from coming to Australia. The government has rejected its obligations under the Refugee Convention by denying the legality of onshore refugees. The Minister should not adopt a role which requires compassion and fair mindedness, as these qualities are contrary to the position adopted by the government he represents. Legally, he is in breach of Guardianship rules and obligations. 











I am not aware of adequate pre-transfer assessment prior transferring children to regional processing countries. If these assessments were conducted appropriately, no children would be transferred as further uncertainty. stress and hardship would be detrimental to their welfare.











I do not believe that community detention and granting of visas has been sufficiently used as alternatives in the recent years. On the contrary, governments have tried to turn the community against refugees in many ways such as the use of terminology (illegal) and their "war on traffickers" ��I am afraid that I have not perceived improvements in the detention facilities or genuine efforts to comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. ��sadly, refugee children have also been dehumanized to the great shame of many Australians. 
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