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Have visited a detention centre
The appropriateness of facilities in which children are detained
· How would you describe the immigration detention facility? Are there fences, checkpoints and mechanisms that limit the movement of children?

· Is there access to a natural environment for children?

· Is there private space for children and families for living and sleeping?

· Is the immigration detention facility a clean and pleasant environment?

· In your view, what is the impact of detention on children? Describe your response to the conditions of detention for children.
The impact of the length of detention on children

· Does the timeframe of the detention have a particular impact on children? For example, is there any difference in the ways in which a child responds to immigration detention after 1 week, 1 month, 3 months, 6 months, 1 year? Please give examples.


Measures to ensure the safety of children
· Can you describe the measures to protect children from harm?

· Is there support for children who may be suffering from trauma either as a result of previous life experiences or in relation to the experience of detention?

· Please describe the security checks for children as they enter and leave immigration detention facilities. Do you think these checks are appropriate for children?


Provision of education, recreation, maternal and infant health services
· Is formal education available to children? Please describe the types of education that are available. Is it appropriate for the age, the educational level and needs of the child?

· Are there playgrounds and play equipment for children?

· Can you describe the medical services and support that is available for expectant mothers and new mothers? Can you describe the medical support for babies and infants? Do you think these services are appropriate?
The separation of families across detention facilities in Australia
· Do you have experience of family separation due to immigration detention?

· Are you aware of instances of family separation as a result of immigration detention?

· What forms of contact are available for families to maintain communication?

· What efforts were made to reunite children with siblings and parents?

· What are the effects of family separation on children?



The guardianship of unaccompanied children in detention in Australia
· What care and welfare services are available for children who arrive in Australia without parents or family members?

· Are the supports adequate?

· Is closed detention appropriate for unaccompanied minors? How can they be best supported?

The Minister for Immigration and Border Protection is the legal guardian for unaccompanied children in detention – is this an appropriate arrangement?

Progress that has been made during the 10 years
(since the Commission’s 2004 report: A last resort? National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention)

· Have alternatives to detention such as community detention and the granting of visas been sufficiently utilised in the past 10 years?

· Have the living conditions for children in detention facilities improved in the past 10 years? What have been the changes?

· Have there been changes to laws and policies dealing with children in immigration detention to ensure that they comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child?

Bottom of Form




The immigration detention facility that I visited had high fences, checkpoints and was sectioned off. I was not allowed to go everywhere but from what I could see it was just rows and rows of tiny buildings that looked like shipping containers. There is no access to any natural environment for the children. The families had their own little rooms which had beds, toilet and showers, you couldn't fit in comfortably though. The visiting area of the detention center was clean, but from what I have being told by the detainees is that their facilities are not pleasant at all, they are depressing and cold. The children have nothing, no toys, not much clothing, no personal belongings unless taken in by visitors. When I go and visit the children literally beg me to bring them things. They don't even have warm clothing or proper shoes for winter. I know from the Mothers that a lot of the children have nightmares and trouble sleeping, they don't want to eat and are depressed. These children are coming from trauma based backgrounds and they get here hoping to be safe but get locked up in detention and treated without kindness or care. I can't even imagine the horrendous impact that this is having on them!











Yes definitely. When they first get to the detention center they still have hope and as time goes on you can see it slowly leaving them. You can tell the children who have being there the longest, their eyes have lost all hope, their is no happiness in them, they don't play like the other children. I have seen so many children first get their and still behave like children, they're making games up, laughing and being funny and the longer they are there the more they loose that. They go from been children to been adults. They watch their parents getting more depressed and it falls on their little shoulders to try and carry on, they try to hide their unhappiness because they don't want their parents to hurt, they become adults way before they should.











Their is some support for children suffering trauma but not enough. They don;t help if a child is not eating because they are so distressed, or getting sick all the time. The security checks depends on who is on that day as to how thorough or how appropriate.











Only some children get education and some don't and their doesn't seem to be any reason to it. The children are allowed out to attend school. They are expected to just cope and get through the day with out hassling anyone. There is no playgrounds and no play equipment. The medical support for expectant Mums is terrible. Quite a few of the Mums have gestational diabetes and they get no treatment or help no diet changes or anything. One of the Mums when she was in labor had a group of student doctors watching her give birth, she did not give her consent to this and asked them to go away, they didn't. This Mum was so traumatised by this as she had being gang raped and it brought back all those feelings of terror. It has taken her along time to heal from this and she got know help for this.











Families do get seperated. I know of a Mum who was in off shore detention at was brought to a detention center on shore to give birth and had to leave behind her husband and 4 year old child. It took two months for them to be reunited it was very distressing and the Mum suffered from depression because of it. Again she was offered no help. There is very little effort made to reunite families. It tears children apart to be separated from their families, the trauma and suffering they go through is horrific.











The support for children who arrive without a parent is not adequate. They should be allowed to be taken care of by people in the community who actually care.











Granting of visas and community detention has not been properly utilised. 
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