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The appropriateness of facilities in which children are detained
· How would you describe the immigration detention facility? Are there fences, checkpoints and mechanisms that limit the movement of children?

· Is there access to a natural environment for children?

· Is there private space for children and families for living and sleeping?

· Is the immigration detention facility a clean and pleasant environment?

· In your view, what is the impact of detention on children? Describe your response to the conditions of detention for children.

The impact of the length of detention on children

· Does the timeframe of the detention have a particular impact on children? For example, is there any difference in the ways in which a child responds to immigration detention after 1 week, 1 month, 3 months, 6 months, 1 year? Please give examples.
Measures to ensure the safety of children
· Can you describe the measures to protect children from harm?

· Is there support for children who may be suffering from trauma either as a result of previous life experiences or in relation to the experience of detention?

· Please describe the security checks for children as they enter and leave immigration detention facilities. Do you think these checks are appropriate for children?


Provision of education, recreation, maternal and infant health services
· Is formal education available to children? Please describe the types of education that are available. Is it appropriate for the age, the educational level and needs of the child?

· Are there playgrounds and play equipment for children?

· Can you describe the medical services and support that is available for expectant mothers and new mothers? Can you describe the medical support for babies and infants? Do you think these services are appropriate?
The separation of families across detention facilities in Australia
· Do you have experience of family separation due to immigration detention?

· Are you aware of instances of family separation as a result of immigration detention?

· What forms of contact are available for families to maintain communication?

· What efforts were made to reunite children with siblings and parents?

· What are the effects of family separation on children?



The guardianship of unaccompanied children in detention in Australia
· What care and welfare services are available for children who arrive in Australia without parents or family members?

· Are the supports adequate?

· Is closed detention appropriate for unaccompanied minors? How can they be best supported?

The Minister for Immigration and Border Protection is the legal guardian for unaccompanied children in detention – is this an appropriate arrangement?

Assessments conducted prior to transferring children to be detained in ‘regional processing countries’
· Can you describe the pre-transfer assessments conducted prior to transferring children to regional processing countries?

· Are the pre-transfer assessments appropriate for children?

· Does the Department of Immigration and Border Protection respond appropriately to the findings in the pre-transfer assessments?


At Construction Camp on CI over the last 12 months, we housed anywhere between 390 to 650 people. At all times we had in excess of over 100 children. No one is allowed to leave the perimeter fence at anytime unless they are escorted. Once or twice a day during Monday to Friday an activity allowed people out onto a sports oval that is next door to the compound for 1 hour and a half. This was the only grassed area. Within the compound there is a basketball court and a small playground. ��There is private places provided for families to sleep, however the room sizes do not cater for private living. Most families of three would have to share a bathroom/toilet with another family. Officers at the facility are required to conduct head counts 4 times a day to ensure the well being of all who reside there. 2 of these checks are conducted at 600am and close to midnight. Children who were awake while these checks were being conducted would just look at you when you enter their room. I assume they not understand why it is being done. We catered for many families with babies. If a cot was provided, this took up the remaining floor space in the room, rendering living in there not an option. �





Attempts are always made to keep the place clean, however hundreds of people from different cultures and different ideas of cleanliness meant that it was always a challenge to keep the whole compound clean. As children are often playing with each other and roaming around on their own, litter on the ground was a problem. I would often see children pick up anything they find on the ground. For example an empty ice block wrapper or an empty juice box, attempting to eat or drink any remains. Cigarette butts were always prevalent on the ground also. Besides the availability of humans interacting with one and other and forming close bonds with each other and each others children, I would not describe the Immigration detention facility as a pleasant environment. CI has a lot of mosquitoes. There are also rats and centipedes.  ��The impact on children due to the conditions of detention differs highly on the age of the child. New born babies mostly have to deal with issues caused by tropical weather. Once children start to walk and talk their impact will be dependent on their parent or parents. Habits they pick up by who they are allowed to socialize with and how much they are monitored. One of the things that would touch me, is that it was so often to see that one the child's first words spoken would be "officer". A parent would call you over and show you. Other parents would teach there children to fear and/or respect officers. If they were asking their child to get into a stroller and they weren't listening. They would say to their child, "officer is coming". The child would then look at you and get into the stroller. The child growing up in an environment where the parents can use a higher authority to put fear into their child is foreign to myself. Different activities and appointments require people to leave the compound to either walk across the road or to get onto a bus. As I observed children who would come to the gate, whether it be leaving for an excursion to see parts of the island or to go to a dentist appointment, simply leaving the confines of the detention center was a bonus. There were numerous situations when due to high numbers or an error in paperwork, a family would wait at the gate to leave. Once the time came to leave, they would be told 'no sorry, you can't go'. Children would not understand the reasons behind this and often have a tantrum or walk away crying. The department who managed activities decided to create a backup list for activities so if people on the original lists didn't attend, then people on the back up list could attend. I witnessed children on a back up list to attend school wait for 2 hours at the gate, in the hope that they would be allowed to go. This would also apply to other excursions and activities.��Speaking with parents there is insightful when it comes to the true feelings of the child. Many parents advised me that when they are alone with their children, that is when they would ask "when are we leaving here?" or "can we go now?". ��Teenagers mostly speak of boredom as their main issue. Their saving grace in the center is if they have an adequate amount of friends the same age to get along with. 





I was there to witness children who have been there for about 10 months. I met other children who had been from Christmas Island to offshore centers and back. They had been in the system for over 3 years. The children were clearly institutionalized and had adapted to how things are run. They understood the ins and outs of how their point systems worked. What days things were on and had come accustom to seeing others around them break down. ��A family that had been on CI for almost 10 months was advised that they would be traveling to the mainland for medical purposes. I spent some time with the children on the morning they were waiting to leave. The 14 year old boy was quite excited and said to me "I hope we don't need to come back here, I know we probably will, but it will be a good holiday for us anyway". In my opinion, the fact that this boy was excited to go to mainland Australia, knowing he would be in another detention center and then return back to CI, awaiting his turn to go to Nauru, describing it to me as a holiday was upsetting.  








One time in about 12 months an information session was run with parents to advise them to look after their children at all times.��There are always mental health staff on site during the day. They can recommend adults and children to see a Torture and Trauma councilor who works out of the hospital. ��Officers are instructed to not pat search minors.








Currently CI does not have the means to provide an adequate amount schooling to all children of school age. They are currently catering to a group of approximately 24 students to attend the district school for 2 hours Monday to Friday. This 2 hours has a snack break included. Another group of approximately 24 students also attend an onsite school for the same time duration. When the lists of students are selected, they will be able to go for 2 or 3 weeks consecutively, then a new list is devised. 








This is one area which has improved over the 12 month period I witnessed. Towards the end of my employment, it seems that most people who needed to be transferred elsewhere for medical reasons were being sent with their families. Previously they were sent alone. The main cases of separation were in situations where families arrived and children were over 18. Males would definitely be sent to a single male camp and the rest of the family to another camp. Situations when boats arrived would be dealt with differently adapting to the numbers in each camp when they arrived. I personally witnessed some harsh situations where a boat would arrive and everyone off that vessel would be taken to the one place. Whilst formalities are dealt with, lists are being created to notify us of who is going to which camp. We wouldn't notify them who was going where right until the buses arrived. This inevitably meant that families were being separated in minutes after spending days on the ocean together. Parents being separated from children (over 18s) and siblings being separated. ��The only cases where minors were being separated from their parents were in extreme situations if the parents were deemed unfit to look after the children. I dealt with one situation where a man had to be sent to Graylands hospital on the mainland. He left behind his 2 sons who where both below the age of 14. They were transferred to a camp which only housed UAMs. The boys did not handle this separation well and ended up making suicidal threats.��The center provided options to request family visits which were held weekly for about 2 hours. Anyone who had family in centers outside of CI were able to request facilitated phone calls and were able to make or receive these once a week. Occasionally in situations where a family member was in hospital, the calls may be allowed more frequently. 





There are current situations where children had come on boats prior to July 19th 2013 and are now on bridging visas or in community detention and their parents or parent arrived shortly after. Whatever complications arise when people are making their journey here, it seemed not to unusual for different family members to come on different boats. Some told me reasons like they didn't want to risk their entire family on one boat. So evidently, there are cases of families separated due to half of them arriving before the policy changes.�


The effects on children obviously vary. I only witnessed brothers and sisters, uncles/aunts and nieces/nephews being separated first day arriving off the boat which was terrible to see. And the same relations departing each other after family visit sessions. In those cases there is enough emotion in their goodbyes to suggest they would rather be together.��Like I mentioned, currently, things have got better. Immigration are allowing more families to be reunited even if one of the children are over the age of 18. 








Representatives of a company Maximus are onsite to spend time with UAMs. All of the staff I met were wonderful and caring people. Their resources are minimal and often the activities they are doing with the UAMs are not suitable. Besides Maximus, they had the same access to mental health nurses as everyone else. Closed detention is only appropriate for dangerous criminals. Many churches and other organisations have put up their hands to look after UAMs. ��The Minister for Immigration and Border Protection is currently sending UAMs to Nauru, so in my opinion, no, this is not an appropriate arrangement. 








For a period of time after July 19th 2013 any family who had a child under 6 years old were being kept on CI and not being sent to a regional processing center. This was being applied to new boat arrivals also. It seemed like the last humane thing happening, seeing the conditions in these places were not good from all reports. At some point, that all stopped. Anyone and everyone started being sent. Children of any age, pregnant women, single mother's with multiple children and so on. I wasn't really privileged to what assessments your inquiry is specifically referring to.   
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