KOONUNG COTTAGE COMMUNITY HOUSE
Disability Action Plan

Koonung Cottage Community House aims to provide a welcoming and inclusive environment where people from all walks of life come to participate, learn skills and feel a sense of belonging to their local community.
Background
Koonung Cottage Community House began operations in 1978 largely as a result of the efforts of the North Blackburn Action Group. 

There are no disability specific programs run from the House but there are usually a number of individual people with disabilities attending mainstream classes at any one time. 

Today, the local demographics of the area comprise a high proportion of over 50s and retired people as well as an increasing population of pre-school and school aged children. The participants are a diverse group -retired and older people, young parents with pre-school children, mothers of school aged children, those working and a number of men accessing the woodturning group as well as a number of support groups.  All need easy and safe access. The House accommodates wheelchairs, walking frames has a disabled toilet and a disabled car parking space on site.
Policy Context

Disability is not limited to loss of physical functions, however, and according to the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) may include:

· Loss of physical and mental functions - includes vision and hearing impairment.
· Loss of part of the body.
· Infectious & non infectious disease or illness. Eg AIDS, hepatitis, allergies.
· Malfunction or malformation of part of the body Eg diabetes, asthma, birthmark.
· Conditions which affect learning style. Eg autism, dyslexia.
· Conditions which affect thought process. Eg mental illness, neurosis, intellectual disability.

· Existing conditions, or previously exiting conditions, or conditions that may exist in the future eg Huntingdon’s Disease, or a disability imputed to a person.

Since 2005, when the Disability Standards for Education 2005 was formulated under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992, it has been law that:

All education and training providers give students with a disability the same opportunity as everybody else.

The Koonung Cottage Community House Disability Action Plan has been informed by:

· The City of Whitehorse Disability Action Plan 2004-2006

· The provisions of the Disability Standards for Education, 2005

· The Disability Discrimination Act, 1992 (DDA)

· The guidelines set out by the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission: http://www.hreoc.gov.au/disability_rights/action_plans
Policy Objectives

Koonung Cottage Community House aims to:

· Provide the best possible service to ensure that people from a diverse range of backgrounds and with varying abilities can be included in the full range of activities provided through the House.

· Assist people with a disability living in the area to be better involved in the House.
Reasonable Adjustments

In assessing whether a particular adjustment is reasonable for the student with a disability, Koonung Cottage Community House shall take into account:

· the nature of a student’s disability;

· the information provided by, or on behalf of, the student about how the disability affects the student’s ability to participate;

· the effect of the proposed adjustment on the student, including the student’s ability to participate in courses or programs and achieve learning outcomes;

· reasonable adjustment will be discussed with each potential student;

· all reasonable efforts will be made to provide a student with any support they need. Where a student needs a support person (either for education or personal care) negotiations will be made with the referring agency to provide this. If support is not available through the referring agency reasonable steps will be made to provide this, eg where possible volunteers will be made available;

· reasonable adjustment will be made to curriculum, teaching materials and delivery to ensure all students may participate in the learning experiences. Where a student needs assistive technology this will be provided where it is reasonable to be able to do so;

· the effect of the proposed adjustment on anyone affected including Koonung Cottage Community House staff and other students.

In considering the above reasonable adjustments Koonung Cottage Community House may not be able to assist some students with a disability.  Where this occurs and where possible a referral to a more appropriate service will be made.  

Abbreviations
DDA - Disability Discrimination Act (amended 2005 to include Education Standards)
CALD – Culturally and Linguistically Diverse

HREOC – Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission – the Disability Action Plan to be submitted to the HREOC for approval.

ACPET – Australian Council for Private Education and Training – ACPET is working with the private sector to help education and training providers make reasonable adjustments so that their courses provide equal access and opportunity for students with disabilities.

Barriers at Koonung Cottage Community House
	Issues Identified
	Recommended
	Responsibility/Action



	Physical
	Whole of House audit as per DAP workshop.

	Committee of Management and staff

	Evacuation drills are currently conducted regularly in Child Care and spasmodically for other activities.

	Hold evacuation drills at least once a term.
	

	Communication
	· Review all forms of communication used by the House
· Workshop with Scope to become aware of better ways of communicating.


	Koonung Cottage Community House

	Enrolment


	
	

	Enrolment information not available in a variety of accessible formats
	Enrolment form is enlarged onto A3 paper when required.

Easy English to be used in all documentation provided to people using the service

Enrolment form to be developed using pictorial information 

Offer assistance when/where necessary.

	Koonung Cottage Community House

	Awareness/Attitudinal


	
	

	Staff, Tutors & Volunteers may be unaware of their obligations under the DDA and of the rights and responsibilities of people with a disability.

Students may be unaware of their obligations under the DDA and of the rights and responsibilities of people with a disability
	Be aware of and offer Professional development for staff, tutors & volunteers. 
Where possible, partner with disability service organisations to undertake training 

Display literature and posters to promote disability awareness in prominent areas within the House

Download the communication bill of rights and display


	Koonung Cottage Community House Committee of Management

Koonung Cottage Community House 



Ratified by Committee of Management 11 April 2008

