From: Alex and Clemency Purvis 
Sent: Sunday, 6 March 2005 8:58 PM
To: Employment Inquiry
Subject: Hi 
This inquiry is of great interest to us.
 

We have only come across minimalistic  research/papers that  assists people with disabilities acquiring employment in the open workplace
Things that spring to mind:
- 1 Being part of a community is the link that leads to employment.  See point 9 below
- 2 You are more likely to be employed or have work opportunities through your community
- 3 Since your community knows you outside of work then they become more accomodating and understanding  of you when at work
- 4 The terminology is of paramount importance. If a person with a disability acquires work then they are the "worker:" If they require a person to assist them in the workplace to do thier work then they are a "co-worker:"
- 5 Marsha Forrest before she died knew about community and its importance. She talked about having circle of friends around a person with a disability but she also talked about the importance of the family and friends of that person not to  be isolated and also have their own circles in the community.
- 6 Co-workers for a person with a disability are also "social entrepreneurs"  including that person in their circle of friends
- 7 We have also learnt that there is no recognition by employment agencies such as "Key Employment", etc that maybe a person with a disability will need ongoing and constant support in their workplace in the "open" community
-8  It is hard work for family and friends but funnily enough it also draws us out of our niche
-9  The word "community" is not said lightly. It is our community. For example: the footballers, the church, the greenies, martial arts etc. we attend it as well as our son working in it.
-10 Did any one say it is easy? Ha! We thought our son would like heavy work, the repetitive work, but no. You know what he enjoys? It is the social contact of people acknowledging him in the post office, at the school and so on. He misses his work and that contact when he is holidays. 
 

Good luck
 

cheers
Clemency and Alex Purvis
