Those aged from 15 to 25 are some of the most disempowered people in this country. If you're a same sex attracted young person, you are even more disempowered. I'll will your guide through the same-sex entitlements debate in regards to young people; starting with the day-to-day realities of young people and then I'll be deviating into the lives of young people who are affected by this debate in a more abstract way.  But firstly
Okay, let's just forget about superannuation splitting, taxation splitting between couples and adoption for the moment. For the majority of young people, being financially dependent on someone else is a daily reality; whether that be your parents or your partner. Practical realities over whether or not you and your partner can adopt children mean nothing if you can't afford food. So the most important issue facing young same sex attracted young people is pure survival.
Say that you are an eighteen year old who's in a relationship with your partner and have been in this relationship for about two years. If you're really lucky, you are one of the lucky few to have graduated high school and now in university or in TAPE. Now you need to access a payment from Centrelink because you needed to leave home... and you need the money in order to, I don't know, eat or pay the rent for a room or something. So, in order to be declared independent of your parents' income, you need to fulfill certain requirements for independence...because if you're studying, you're not considered independent until you're 25. The criteria you need to fulfill are:
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•	have been out of school at least 18 months and earned an amount
equivalent to 75 per cent of the Commonwealth Training Award Rate in an
18 month period before lodging a claim, or
•	have worked to support yourself for at least 18 months, working full-time at
least 30 hours a week during the preceding two years (or for a period or
periods of 12 months if you are considered disadvantaged), or
•	have worked part-time for at least 15 hours a week for at least two years
since last leaving school, or
•	are a refugee, an orphan or it is unreasonable for you to live at home, or
•	have, or have had a dependent child, or
•	are or have been, married , including living in a marriage-like relationship
for 12 months or more, or six months (in special circumstances)1
For the purposes of Centrelink, a marriage-like relationship is only defined as being for those in heterosexual de facto relationships. So your relationship of two years means nothing if you're in a same sex relationship.
If you can't live at home because of who you're attracted to, a major problem arises. You can't live at home because your parents won't accept your sexuality, but your parents inform Centrelink that you can live at home as long as you're not gay. It does work and you will be denied a benefit because you do not fit the
1 http://www.centrelink.gov.au/internet/internet.nsf/pavments/qual ind val.htm as at 10th October 2006.
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criteria of it being unreasonable for you to live at home...because being same sex attracted is a choice apparently. And you can only get help in certain situations only if you get the snot beaten out of you. You have to wait until you
Now, you could always get a job. The problem here is that not only your partner has no protection (such as parental leave) but, with the WorkChoices legislation, being dismissed due to having a same sex partner or being same sex attracted (or even perceived as being same sex attracted) by a homophobic employer is higher now because there is no place to challenge. Young people don't have the resources to mount a legal challenge, and, unless I've missed it, there is no antidiscrimination legislation they can base any possible challenge on.
Same sex attracted young people, when there are no other options, can and do turn towards 'unorthodox' means to gain an income.  By unorthodox, i mean by theft, by drug dealing and by sex work. With theft and illicit drug dealing, arrests can affect future job prospects, not to mention the violence involved in both. Sex work by same sex attracted young people is not illegal unless they are:
a)	under the age of 18, or
b)	engaging in illegal sex work such as street walking.
With these kinds of sex work, they are open to exploitation by clients and pimps either by blackmail, physical violence or rape. They are also at risk of catching a sexually transmitted infection because, on the streets, barebacking (that is, sex without a condom) pays more. So for a young person, the decision of risking
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their lives by catching HIV or hepatitis or gonorrhea or syphilis or being raped is outweighed by their need to eat and to have a roof over their heads or to attend university.
And these situations are not hypothetical, they are based on the real stories of people I know in my life.
But the direct damage caused by these policies mean nothing when compared to the soul shredding effects such legislation has in regards to the perpetuation of homophobia...and not even the legislation but the debate around policies are just as destructive for young people.
In 2004, the Prime Minister said in a media interview
"... common understanding in our society of a marriage is a union between a man and
woman and it has over centuries acquired a special status in our society, primarily but not only of course for the having of children and the rearing of children. I'm not suggesting that everybody who gets married must have children. I'm not saying that at all. But it is seen as the bedrock institution. It's seen of a union of a man and a woman and that ought to be entrenched in law."2
In the lead up to the first gay marriage ban, the prime minister, on no less than on three separate occasions, referred to marriage as the 'bedrock of society', and by implication, that somehow gay marriage would destroy society...with one interpretation of such statements is that there is something apocalyptic in the nature same sex relationships. If you're young and still figuring out
2 http://www.pm.qov.au/news/interviews/interview891.html as at 7th October 2006.
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what your sexuality is, having the leader of your country infer that such relationships are damaging to society doesn't exactly help the situation.
But when the Prime Minister says:
"Marriage, as we understand it in our society, is about children, having children, raising them, providing for the survival of the species and I think if the same status is given in our society to gay unions as are given to traditional marriage we will weaken that bedrock institution"3
and
"Well I don't criticise gay people for that lifestyle, that's their choice."4
How do young people absorb those comments when they're trying to figure out who they are? When, according to the 'Writing Themselves In Again' report by Hillier et al in 2004, 74 percent of same sex attracted young people say school is the most dangerous place to be for them, when 38 percent report of receiving unfair treatment (like slow service in shops or having teachers criticize them unnecessarily) because of their sexuality... and of those 16 percent report being on the receiving end of physical abuse running from having the snot kicked and punched out of you to being raped5...what do young same sex attracted people
3	http://www.pm.qov.au/news/interviews/lnterview4Q6.html as at 7th October 2006.
4	http://www.pm.gov.au/news/interviews/lnterview757.html as at 7th October 2006.
5	Hillier, Turner and Mitchell. 2004. "Writing Themselves In Again". Melbourne: Australian
Research Centre in Sex, Health & Society.
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do when they have their identity, something that is an intrinsic part of them, being reduced to nothing more than deciding whether or not they chose to wear Chanel or Billabong clothing.   It increases homophobia, because here we have our Prime Minister and other government ministers saying same sex attraction is nothing more than a choice and it gives justification for those with prejudices to continue. So what do same sex attracted young people do?
Drug use, such as heroin, marijuana, crystal meth, ecstasy and alcohol and cigarettes are being used and abused by same sex attracted young peopie in order to escape the pain of homophobia.
35 percent of same sex attracted young people admit to either contemplating or have committed self mutilation like the slicing and dicing of arms and legs and sometimes of wrists and crucial veins.
And same sex attracted young people are twice as likely to attempt or commit suicide than their heterosexual peers (Lindsay, 2003 quoted in Hillier et al).
How exactly do you 15 year old Mark with an extension cord around his neck that his attraction to another boy is dangerous to society should it ever be recognized? How exactly do you tell 22 year old Sarah, who isabout to play 'let's open up mr left wrist' , that her attraction to other women could possibly mean the end of homo sapiens sapiens? How exactly do you tell 17 year old Kim with a .22 calibre rifle barrel in his mouth that he chose to be attracted to other boys, he chose to be spat on, bashed, kicked, have his head pushed into a toilet bowl of shit and urine at school, to be raped so he'd be 'scared straight', to have his
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parents disown him, to be homeless and living on the streets because Centrelink won't help him out, that he chose to be gay, he chose to be hated, he chose not to be recognized as being equal to his peers? How do you tell anyone that they chose not to be full citizens?
This discussion, the way it is framed, is the beautiful and grotesque ripping of a young person's psyche. Young people are so heavily affected by what is happening around this debate and being affected in horrendous ways, yet we have little say in what's going on in this debate. We say that we don't want to get the right to be treated the same as heterosexuals.. .we already have that right by way of natural justice and moral authority. What we do want is for our leaders to recognize us in law, otherwise we won't recognize your law because it is stupid. We won't follow your stupid laws because we will ignore them until you recognize us.
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