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Submission to the Same Sex Entitlements Inquiry.

Dear HREOC,

Thank you for the opportunity to make a public submission to the National Inquiry into Discrimination against People in Same Sex Relationships: Financial and Work-Related Entitlements and Benefits.

I believe that to achieve full legal equality all Federal legislation should have terms such as 'spouse', 'partner' 'dependent' , 'family' and 'couple' redefined to include same sex partners and, where relevant, their children.

I believe that Commonwealth legal recognition of same sex relationships including families parented by same sex partners would have a positive impact on my relationships, family life, productivity at work and financial security, among other areas of my life.

I am 34 years of age and in a long term lesbian relationship at this stage we don’t have children but are planning to in the next few years.  The area I have experienced discrimination in is the area of superannuation.  Both my partner and I work full time, our super funds do not automatically pay death benefits to a same sex partner and can override a will of the deceased party.  A way around this is to request a binding nomination of death payments to the deceased estate.  This needs to be renewed every year, surprisingly they don’t remind you when it has expired.  I am constantly aware that our binding nominations are lapsing or lapsed and am annually organising for them to be updated.  This seems absurd and unfair to me when my unmarried heterosexual friends and neighbours do nothing to be recognised.  

The other area I am concerned about is the Medicare safety net rebate, my partner and I are lucky to be well enough not to reach any thresholds at the moment but my close friend who is diabetic and also in a lesbian relationship could clearly benefit from the safety net but again is discriminated against because she is in a same sex relationship.  

Please do what you can to help end all discrimination under federal legislation.

Yours sincerely

Lynne Daniels
