Dear Inquiry Members,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. I'm impressed that such an Inquiry is being conducted.

Few people have commented on this aspect I am going to raise explicitly, but a crucial part of this inquiry is to examine the RATIONALE for having so many laws that blatantly treat same sex couples as second class citizens, especially at a Federal level. This rationale or more precisely, the policy reasoning behind such laws must be explored in this inquiry - as this is part of any good analysis of laws.

It appears the rationale for such discrimination in Australia is that gay people are viewed as either second class, unworthy, not normal or ‘immoral’. 

It seems these arguments are usually based on fear, strict religious views or ignorance - or a mixture of all three.

Most major areas where I have experienced discrimination have been covered in other submissions I have viewed but I would like to know at weddings why ministers must announce "According to Australian law, marriage is the union of a man and a woman, to the exclusion of all others"?

I have attended a couple of weddings lately and there have been a number of people there that have come up to me (and other gay people at the wedding) to say they have  felt embarrassed and angry that those words had to be said. Is it really necessary to (publicly) verbally humiliate gay people attending a wedding via legislation?

This may seem like a small point but weddings are a big deal and that sort of public announcement and what it really represents is highly significant.

I would also like to know why religious organisations are exempt from anti-discrimination provisions? While this may not seem directly relevant, religious schools that get GOVERNMENT FUNDING can do whatever they like in regard to discrimination. There is significant anecdotal evidence that gay teachers at religious-based schools walk a tight rope with how much information they can reveal to students when questioned about their personal lives - and that many risk being sacked if they were deemed to be 'openly gay' - such sackings are technically lawful, but should they be?

Please help towards a process of fixing the law so same sex couple have the same legal rights and responsibilities in all areas of the law.

Thank-you.

Justin D Bushell

[Details removed]
