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Making it Equal

Achieving Federal Gay and Lesbian Law Reform

Background information

The ALSO Foundation received funding from the Reichstein Foundation to facilitate a process aimed at setting a national law reform agenda to be used in lobbying for gay and lesbian law reform as part of the 2004 Federal election campaign. The Victorian Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby are the principal partner organisation with ALSO in this project.

About the Making it Equal project

ALSO, with funding support from the Reichstein Foundation, is facilitating a process in collaboration with rights lobbies and other relevant groups to realise an agreed and documented national position on law reform as part of the 2004 Federal election campaign. The following key indicators will measure the success of this project;

 national engagement with and through rights lobbies and other relevant groups,

 reform platform agreed upon and circulated widely for information, consultation and education,

 lobbying strategies developed and engaged in the lead up to and during the 2004 Federal election campaign,

 political parties and individual political candidates and sitting members of parliament agree to the law reform requirements and undertake to carry them out in the first term of government after the election,

 electorates are informed of the responses from candidates and sitting members to the law reform requirements,

 gay, lesbian bisexual and transgender law reform becomes an election issue,

 significant gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender law reform is achieved.
National meeting on 31st January 2004

A national meeting of rights lobby groups and associated gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender (GLBT) community organisations was held in Melbourne on the 31st January 2004. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss GLBT law reform issues and priorities to be raised in the lead up to and during the 2004 Federal election campaign.

Representatives were invited from all State and Territory rights lobby groups and associated organisations, including counselling services, AIDS councils and community legal centres. Thirty-five people attended; the majority of State and Territories sent representatives (only WA and Northern Territory were not directly represented); transgender and bisexual groups were also strongly represented. The meeting started at 10am and concluded at 9.30pm.

This meeting was facilitated by The ALSO Foundation with the support of a grant from the Reichstein Foundation; it is a first step in a series of strategies about to unfold with the aim of securing significant law reform towards achieving equality for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people under the laws of the Australian Federal Parliament. 

The key topics covered during this meeting included ; 

 How far have we come in relation to achieving equality for GLBT people in Australia.

 What have we learnt from our law reform in the past and what strategies could we consider applying to the 2004 campaign?

 What are the priority issues, what injustices currently exist and how does this affect GLBT people?

 Setting a national reform agenda – discussion groups were formed to discuss practical policy and legislative reform. These have been documented within the following discussion paper.

 Where to from here – how to coordinate and communicate on a national level?

The afternoon session of the meeting split into two working groups facilitated by a Chairperson. Each group had two scribes who took notes on the discussions. The discussions were based on key sub-headings covering a variety of legislative and policy areas.

The following issues papers are informed by discussion at the meeting on the 31st January 2004. These notes are not indented to be definitive in nature, but rather are an indication of the sort of issues that are likely to need rectification to achieve equality for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people within Federal legislation.

Special thanks to Zoe Tiller for her work in facilitating the national meeting and to Jayne McCubbin for her significant research work that went into preparing the issues papers.
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